
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

December 1, 2015 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:31 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Joseph Comaianni  
 

James Josef 

Brett Kielman  
 

 
 

Also present were David Birchler, Township Planner, Eric Boucher, Township Zoning 
Administrator, Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife, and 
other members of the public.  Sue Diener was absent.   

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present and asked 

if there were any comments from the public; however, there were none.                   
 
Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Houston asked for a motion to open the public hearing on the proposed amendment to 

Section 5.18G of the Zoning Ordinance regarding accessory buildings that are not fully enclosed 
being considered part of the total accessory building square footage.  Brett Kielman moved, 

seconded by Joseph Comaianni, to open the hearing.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Mr. Houston asked if there were any comments.  There being none, Brett Kielman moved, 

seconded by Matthew Case, to (i) approve the Proposed Ordinance to Amend the Columbus 
Township Zoning Ordinance as submitted to the Commission regarding Section 5.18G, (ii) to 

forward the proposal to the County and to the Township Board for their review and consideration 
for approval, and (iii) close the hearing.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

   
Approval of Minutes  
 

James Josef moved, seconded by Joseph Comaianni, to approve the November 3, 2015 minutes.  
The motion was unanimously approved.    

 
Old Business 

 
Mr. Houston asked Brett Kielman to report on the Board’s reconsideration of the previously 
proposed amendments to Section 3 - Sections 3.03, 3.04, 3.10, and 3.15 with new 3.16, w hich 

expanded and clarified the requirements applicable to schools, places of worship, cemeteries and 
public buildings).  Mr. Kielman noted that the Board had suggested that the Commiss ion e ither 

break out specific revisions/proposals that it thought should be reconsidered or send the whole 
thing back up to it.  He also commented that the general feeling of the Board was that the 

proposed changes were unnecessary.  No action was taken by the Commission. 
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New Business 

 
The Commission considered the request of T’s Rockin’ Roadhouse for a sign at 8826 Gratiot 
Avenue.  Russell Carter, President of Sign A Rama, was present to represent the applicant 

indicating he felt it complied with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Birchler had 
submitted a written report dated November 20, 2015 indicating generally tha t the  s ign w ould 

comply but qualified his report by indicating the property address needed to be at the bottom o f 
the sign, the electronic portion of the sign would need to dim at night to no more than 125 nits, 

and the temporary changeable copy sign would need to be removed.  Matthew Case, seconded 
by Joseph Comaianni, moved to approve the sign application subject to the applicant placing the 
property address at the bottom of the sign, ensuring the electronic portion of the sign is dimmed 

at night to no more than 125 nits, and removing the temporary changeable copy sign.  The 
motion was unanimously approved.    

 
Township Planner’s Report 

 
Dave Birchler mentioned a potential issue with the Zoning Ordinance that should be cons idered 
for action.  Section 5.02 provides that the grade of a building site cannot be less than 18 inches  

or greater than 24 inches above the crown of the road.  An applicant w as seeking a  va ria nce  
allowing the grade to be 4 feet above the crown.  Based on the fact that the land parcel was 6.5 

acres, set back quite a ways from the road, and had a topography that would pe rmit dra inage 
without excessive runoff to adjoining parcels, he felt an exception was appropriate.  Mr. Birchle r 

distributed an ordinance from another locality that provides some guidance on how to deal w ith 
the issue, and Mr. Houston suggested the Commission consider the matter at the next 
Commission meeting to see if action was needed.   

 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 

approximately 7:54 p.m. after motion made by Matthew Case and seconded by James Josef tha t 
was unanimously approved. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  

Matthew Case, Secretary  


