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Meeting Minutes 

 

November 3, 2015 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:30 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Sue Diener  
 

James Josef 

Brett Kielman  
 

 
 

Also present were Joe Tangari and David Birchler, Township Planners, Eric Boucher, Tow nship  
Zoning Administrator, Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his  
wife, and other members of the public.  Joseph Comaianni was absent.   

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present and asked 

if there were any comments from the public; however, there were none.                   
 
Approval of Minutes  

 
Brett Kielman moved, seconded by James Josef, to approve the October 6, 2015 minutes.  The  

motion was unanimously approved.    
 

Old Business 
 
Mr. Houston reported that the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding the lo t 

definitions and provisions regarding signs had been approved by the  Commiss ion but not the  
proposed amendments to Section 3 - Sections 3.03, 3.04, 3.10, and 3.15 with new 3.16, w hich 

expanded and clarified the requirements applicable to schools, places of worship, cemeteries and 
public buildings).  In response to a question regarding why the proposed changes to  Section 3 

were rejected, Bruce Christy noted that the Board did not feel they were needed, particularly the  
section on private cemeteries.   
 

Some of the Commission members felt that certain portions of the proposed amendments s till 
have value, e.g., the limitation on accessory structures in cemeteries, so Sue Diener moved, 

seconded by Matthew Case, to have the Township Board reconsider the proposed changes  and 
consider each change separately to determine whether certain portions of the proposed changes 

should be adopted.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Next, the Commission discussed the status of the site plan previously submitted by Karp inski 

Construction.  Eric Boucher noted that he had provided the company an application and 
reiterated the need for a proper site plan and was told by Mr. Karpinski that he would do what he 

wanted to do with the property.  Vern Houston indicated that the site plan request w ould n no  
longer be an agenda item unless and until the company followed the requirements of the Zoning 

Ordinance. 
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Township Planner’s Report 

 
Dave Birchler indicated that his firm had been approached by Greenwood Township, a new client, 
to help develop standards for permitting solar panels on property.  Apparently, Edison had 

contacted Greenwood Township about adding solar panels to a power generation site it has 
there, and Edison had also been contacted by private parties about installing solar panel a rrays 

whose power could then be sold to Edison for use in the local community.  Mr. Birchler noted 
that he had those solar panel standards should Columbus Township feel the need to add 

something to the Zoning Ordinance regarding them. 
 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 

approximately 7:58 p.m. after motion made by Matthew Case and seconded by James Josef tha t 
was unanimously approved. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  

Matthew Case, Secretary  


