
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

October 6, 2015 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:33 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Sue Diener  
 

James Josef 

Brett Kielman  
 

 
 

Joseph Comaianni was absent.  Also present were Joe Tangari, Tow nship P lanner, Pa t Iseler, 
Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife, and other members of the 
public.   

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present and asked 

if there were any comments from the public; however, there were none.                   
 
Approval of Minutes  

 
Sue Diener moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the September 1, 2015 minutes.  

The motion was unanimously approved.    
 

Old Business 
 
There was no old business, but in response to a question from a Member as to the three 

ordinances recently approved by the Commission and sent to the County for approval, Brett 
Kielman indicated that it had gone and was being considered by the Township Board with a 

proposed minor change to the temporary sign ordinance, which would be considered at the next 
meeting. 

 
New Business 
 

With respect to the Karpinski site plan mentioned at the last meeting, the Commission w as to ld 
that no response had been received from Karpinski Family Contracting.   

 
A concern was then mentioned with Jeremy Griffith’s (Jeremy’s Automotive) access to the 

storage area next to the property that would be leased by Karpinski.  Joe Tangari mentioned that 
if he were to obtain an easement it should show up on the site plan but that this was an issue for 
Jeremy and his legal counsel. 

 
Next, the Commission considered the application of Marty Wallace, an automotive wholesaler, to  

lease about 100 square feet for an office at the auto glass business at 32 Mile Road and Gra tiot.  
Mr. Wallace indicated that in order to obtain his own license from the State he needed to have an 

office at which his records would be kept to allow the state to audit the business.  He w ould not 
be keeping any cars at the location, cannot sell any there, and cannot have any customers there.  
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He anticipated spending two hours a week at the office to allow access to the auditors but made 

it clear that most of his time would be spent elsewhere at dealers or on the phone.   
 
Joe Tangari indicated that the zoning ordinance permitted the use for an office  and that the 

proposed use was more of a re-occupancy so that a survey would not be needed as would 
normally be the case.  However, he recommended that a building inspection be made.   

 
In response to a question from the Commission, Mr. Wallace confirmed her will need to put up a  

sign.  He was told he will need to comply with the sign ordinance and obtain a permit.   
 
Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve Mr. Wallace’s application 

provided that he is compliant with local zoning ordinances including the sign ordinance.  The 
motion was unanimously approved.  Joe Tangari indicated he would work on wording that could 

be used by Eric Boucher for a letter to the State to provide the confirmation that Mr. Wallace had 
necessary office. 

 
Township Planner’s Report 
 

Joe Tangari, the Planner, indicated that the Commission needed to clarify how to deal with lean -
tos – roofed buildings not fully enclosed – and whether the square footage should be counted 

towards outbuilding requirements.  The Commission, after discussion, determined that the 
square footage of a lean to should count.  This is also consistent with the approach that the 

assessor has taken.   Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve a 
clarification consistent with the foregoing language to be prepared by Mr. Tangari and to be 
provided in two to three weeks before a public hearing to be held at the Commission’s next 

meeting in November. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

Adjournment  
 

There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 
approximately 8:13 p.m. after motion made by Matthew Case and seconded by Bre tt Kie lman 

that was unanimously approved. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  

___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


