
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

October 7, 2014 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, October 7, 2014.  The meeting started at approximately 7:34 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Andrew Flood – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Sue Diener 

Vern Houston  

Brett Kielman  
Howard Sherman 

 

Also present were Joe Tangari, Township Planner, Eric Boucher, Township Zoning Administrator, 
Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife , and members o f 
the public.     

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Flood called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                  

 
Comments from Community 
 

Mr. Flood first asked if there were any comments from the community.  Howard Sherman made 
the comment that there should be a package of materials for residents w ho w ant to  build  and 

that the Building Inspector should visit w ith them.  Mr. Flood suggested that that was a Township 
Board issue.               

 
Approval of Minutes  
 

With the correction of Eric Boucher’s title to “Township Zoning Administrator,” Brett Kielman 
moved, seconded by Sue Diener, to approve the Minutes of the Commission of September 2, 

2014, as presented.  The Minutes were unanimously approved.   
 

New Business 
 
Vern Houston noted that the Commission should consider revising Section 5.18 o f the  Zoning 

Ordinance regarding accessory buildings because with newer steel accessory build ings, a  4:12 
pitch for the roof is unnecessary.  In fact, a 2:12 pitch meets the Michigan Build ing Code with 

steel buildings.  Andrew Flood asked the Township Planner to look at revising the Ordinance and 
prepare a proposal for the Commission. 

 
Old Business 
 

The Commission next considered the issue raised in the September meeting by Eric Boucher 
regarding Section 5.18 of the Zoning Ordinance and the fact that an attached garage is 

considered part of the total accessory building thereby limiting the size of any detached 
accessory building.  The Commission discussed setting a limit on the square footage of an 

attached garage and making anything in excess of that a limitation on the  s ize o f a  de tached 
accessory building.  Some were concerned that it could be unfair to those who only have 

detached garages since they would not be able to have as large accessory build ings g iven the  
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detached garage size would be counted against the size of the accessory building.  Another 

suggestion was just to increase the size of the allowable area in the table found at Section 5.18.  
The Township Planner was asked to review the matter and make a suggestion at the next 
Commission meeting. 

 
The Commission then considered the proposed language changes to the Zoning Ordinance 

distributed with the Township Planner’s Memorandum of October 1, 2014, as a follow -up to  the 
wireless tower and electronic sign amendments that the Commission had discussed and 

proposed in 2013.  Other than some minor typographical errors, the deletion of Article 10 dealing 
with vehicles and accessory buildings (already approved and sent by the Commission to the 
Township Board), and the inadvertent omission of Article 13, the Commission was satisfied w ith 

the proposal.  Vern Houston moved, seconded by Howard Sherman, to approve the proposa l as 
revised and set a public hearing for the December meeting.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.   
 

The proposal also caused the Commission to reconsider the size of signs restrictions and whether 
they should be increased.  The Township Planner indicated he would look at the d imens ions in 
nearby communities to see if Columbus Township’s are in line . 

 
In addition, Bruce Christy commented that there should be a streamlined process to permit 

temporary signs so the Commission would not need to approve them.  Also, the need to consider 
alternatives for temporary storage in Section 5.18(H) of the Zoning Ordinance was raised as part 

of the discussion on Article 10 of the Township Planner’s Memorandum.  That concept had been 
struck by the Commission when approving the language on vehicles and containers as accessory 
buildings, but it was suggested that there is a need for further guidance on the issue. 

 
Township Planner’s Report  

 
The Township Planner’s report was substantially subsumed within the discussion the Commission 

had on Old Business.  However, included in the report was the September 29, 2014 letter 
regarding the Planner’s assessment of the sign request by Spinal Rehab Associates.  The  s ign 

appeared to be consistent with zoning requirements, although the report noted that erecting the 
sign without a permit may be a civil infraction and could be pursued. 
 

Other Business 
 

Bruce Christy noted that the County had contacted the Township about funds  that have been 
made available in the amount of approximately $100,000 for County parks in the Township.  The  

funds must be identified for use by year end.  A number of ideas for improvements a t the park 
on Gratiot were mentioned, and Bruce indicated he would follow-up. 
 

Adjournment  
 

There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned a fter 
motion made by Vern Houston and seconded by Howard Sherman at approximately 9:19 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  

___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


