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A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, September 1, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:30 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Joseph Comaianni  
Sue Diener  

James Josef 

Brett Kielman  
 

 
 

 
Also present were Joe Tangari and David Birchler, Township Planners, Eric Boucher, Tow nship 
Zoning Administrator, Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his  

wife, and other members of the public.   
 

Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 
 

Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.  He  a lso  
welcomed James Josef to the Planning Commission as its newest member replacing Andrew 
Flood and gave him an opportunity to provide some information about himself.                 

 
Approval of Agenda 

 
Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the form of agenda to  be used 

by the Commission.  The motion was unanimously approved 
 
Approval of Minutes  

 
Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Matthew Case, to approve the July 7, 2015 minutes.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.    
 

Site Plan Review 
 
The Commission considered the site plan submitted by Karpinski Family Contracting for property 

at 10494 Gratiot seeking a special land use as well as the letter dated August 28, 2015, from the 
Township Planners to Pat Iseler as Township Clerk.  The Planners noted some issues with the site 

plan.  After discussion, Matthew Case moved, seconded by Sue Diener, to deny the site plan, le t 
the applicants know of the defects per the letter from the Planners, notify the  applicants w hat 

would be needed to accompany the application, and require the applicant’s submiss ion to  be 
complete within 30 days.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 

Belle River Roadside Park Development 
 

Next, Bruce Christy provided a report on developments with the park indicating that a group 
called The Watershed had a comprehensive study done of the Belle River from the headwaters to 

where it empties in Lake Huron.  HRC, a consulting firm, will prepare a development plan for the  
Roadside Park after taking into consideration certain guidelines and suggestions from The 

Watershed’s report.  The Commission will then have the opportunity to review and evaluate the 
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plan and then make a recommendation.  Mr. Christy anticipated the plan would be ready be fore 

Christmas, and the Planners noted that federal funds may be available to help with the 
improvements to the Park. 
 

Township Planner’s Report 
 

The Planner led a discussion regarding lean-tos and similar structures.  Apparently, some would 
take the position that a lean-to is a building under the zoning ordinance, which could mean tha t 

provisions limiting the total square feet of space a building may apply.  The Commiss ion asked 
the Planner to consider the ramifications of the proposed change and to come up with 
recommendations for the Commission to consider.  

 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 

approximately 8:16 p.m. after motion made by Brett Kielman and seconded by James Josef 
that was unanimously approved. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  

Matthew Case, Secretary  


