
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

September 2, 2014 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, September 2, 2014.  The meeting started at approximately 7:32 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Andrew Flood – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Sue Diener 

Brett Kielman  
Howard Sherman 

 
Also present were Joe Tangari, Township Planner, Eric Boucher, Township Zoning Administrator, 

Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, and members of the public.  Vern Houston was not present.   
 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Flood called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                  

 
Public Hearing 

 
A motion was made by Howard Sherman and seconded by Matthew Case to open the public 
hearing on the proposed amendment to the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance regarding 

adult foster care facilities.  The hearing was opened, and Mr. Flood asked if there were any 
comments from the public.  There being none, Matthew Case, seconded by Howard Sherman, 

moved to close the hearing.  The motion was carried. 
 

Sue Diener moved to recommend approval of the amendment to the Township Board and to  the 
County.  Howard Sherman seconded it, and the motion was unanimously adopted. 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 

With the correction of one word on page 2 of the minutes changing “the” to “them,” Sue  Diene r 
moved, seconded by Brett Kielman, to approve the Minutes of the Commission of June 3, 2014, 

as presented.  The Minutes were unanimously approved.   
 
New Business 

 
The first item of business was a request by Dr. Ron Manteuffel for approval of property he  owns 

at 8792 Gratiot Avenue, Columbus, Michigan to be used as a doctor’s office for chiropractic 
services in Suite C.  Dr. Manteuffel was given the opportunity to speak and make  his  request, 

which also had been provided by email, a copy of which had been given to Commission 
members.  The Commission also reviewed a response to the email sent by David Birchler, 
Township Planner, indicating that the proposed use was consistent with the Zoning Ordinance 

and that no approval was required unless interior changes to the building w ere needed or the  
proposed sign did not meet Zoning Ordinance requirements .  Dr. Manteuffel indicated no 

changes to the building would be made and the sign would conform to the Zoning Ordinance.  As  
a result, the Commission determined that no formal action was needed on its part and thanked 

Dr. Manteuffel for establishing a new business in the Township. 
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Next, Eric Boucher raised an issue that he requested the Planning Commission look at regarding 

Section 5.18 of the Zoning Ordinance dealing with accessory buildings.  Specifica lly, he  noted 
that an attached garage is considered part of the total accessory building and, thus, limits  the  
size of any detached accessory building.  Eric suggested that garages should not be included in 

an accessory building since they are a common part of any house today, although he 
acknowledged that a garage’s size should be reasonable and proportionate to the size of a home.  

He would not want the deletion of a garage from the accessory building definition to be an 
excuse for someone to attach a barn to his or her home and not have that limited by the 

accessory building requirements.  The Township Planner was asked to  examine the is sue and 
make suggestions regarding the matter at the next meeting. 
 

Andy Flood then raised the issue of the keeping of animals and the fact that five acres  or more  
were needed except as permitted for 4-H projects as described in Section 5.01 o f the  Zoning 

Ordinance.  Pat Iseler commented that any fencing for animals is supposed to  be 75 feet from 
the property of any adjacent lot.  A discussion then ensued regarding the violation of the 

Ordinance at 8047 Gratiot Avenue and that a hearing was to be held on the matter on 
September 10, 2014.  Eric Boucher also commented on other current enforcement actions that 
he was aware of. 

 
Township Planner’s Report  

 
Mr. Tangari reported that David Birchler had researched the wireless tower and e lectronic s ign 

amendments that the Commission had discussed and proposed in 2013, w hich had not been 
followed up on.  Specific changes had been approved by the Commiss ion a t the June  4, 2013 
meeting, but it did not appear that the changes were set for a public hearing, even though one 

was held at the July 2013 meeting for the ordinance entitled “Storage of Vehicles and 
Machinery.”    

 
A question was raised why, in the changes to the wireless tower and electronic sign 

amendments, service and repair facilities not involving vehicles was deleted from being a 
permitted use in the General Commercial District (See Section 3.08A.9. of the Zoning 

Ordinance).  Mr. Tangari indicated he would review the ordinance and get back to the 
Commission with an analysis while doing a refresh on the signs ordinance.   Mr. Tangari and Mr. 
Birchler will work with the Township to ensure the appropriate steps are taken to complete the 

approval process for the wireless tower and electronic sign amendments. 
 

Next, Mr. Tangari indicated that David Birchler had suggested that there be a joint meeting with 
the Zoning Board to update Zoning Board and Planning Commission members on recent 

developments in zoning related issues.  The Commission appreciated the suggestion and agreed 
it would be worthwhile. 
 

Adjournment  
 

There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned a fter 
motion made by Brett Kielman and seconded by Howard Sherman at approximately 8:32 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  

___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


