
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

July 7, 2015 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:35 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Joseph Comaianni  

Brett Kielman  

 
 

 
 

Sue Diener was not present. Also present were Joseph Mr. Tangari, Township Planner, Eric 
Boucher, Township Zoning Administrator, Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce  Chris ty, Tow nship 
Supervisor, and his wife, and one member of the public.  Mr. Houston noted that Andrew Flood 

was officially no longer on the Commission.   
 

Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 
 

Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                 
 
Public Hearing 

 
Mr. Houston asked for a motion to open the public hearing on the proposed amendments to  the 

Zoning Ordinance for which notice had been published on June 17, 2015, as  evidenced by an 
Affidavit of Publication provided by digitalfirst Media.  Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Tony 

Baczewski, to open the hearing.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Mr. Houston asked if there were any comments.  Bruce Christy noted that he had some 

comments/questions.  First, with respect to the proposed changes to Section 3.15 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, Mr. Christy questioned whether the substitution of the phrase “places of worship” fo r 

“churches” was clearer since a “place of worship” could be any location including an a rea in the  
middle of the woods.  Mr. Tangari agreed the phrase was broad and was intended to be but that 

since the context of the ordinance was specifically the requirements for a building, the breadth of 
the term should not be a problem.   
 

Next, Mr. Christy asked whether the requirement under proposed new Section 3.15 (J)(13)(b) 
regarding all sites having direct access to a paved or minor arterial road would apply to  priva te 

burial grounds under new proposed Section 3.16.  Technically, it would not, so a discussion then 
ensued whether it should.  It was noted that without such access a member of the public might 

not be able to visit the burial site of a significant public figure or that there may be no access  to  
ensure that the private burial ground did not become overgrown and an eyesore.  In response, it 
was commented that the law (Pubic Act 88 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1875, as amended) 

specifically permitted private, as opposed to public, burial grounds for family members , and its  
requirements would have to be complied with, including the establishment of a trust and an 

easement to the Trustee to care for the private burial ground.  In addit ion, proposed Section 
3.16 was a means to add additional reasonable protections beyond what are required by the law 

to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community, e.g., making sure the burial ground 
was not less than 50 feet from the 100-year flood plain boundary.   
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Last, Mr. Christy asked about the limitation of the height of an accessory build ing in proposed 

Section 3.15(J)(13)(g) to 80% of the primary building and whether the limitation was 
reasonable.  After discussion, it was determined that there could be  some confusion w ith the 
current language, so the following language was suggested to replace that language  

 
“Accessory structures shall not exceed eighty percent (80%) of the height of the principal 

structure on the same site.  Accessory structures in cemeteries shall no t exceed e ighty  
percent (80%) of the maximum allowed for principal structures in the district.”   

 
The Commission determined that the change was not so significant tha t a  new public hearing 
would be required.   

 
Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Joseph Comaianni, to close the hearing.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 
 

Brett Kielman then moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to (i) approve the Proposed Ordinance 
to Amend the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance as submitted to the Commission regarding 
Section 2.01 (there are four Articles that, in substance, provide for additions to the definitions for 

lot types and lines), and (ii) to forward the proposal to the County and to the Township Board for 
their review and consideration for approval.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Matthew Case moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to (i) approve the Proposed Ordinance  to  

Amend the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance as submitted to the Commiss ion regarding 
Sections 3.03, 3.04, 3.10, and 3.15 with new 3.16 (there are seven Articles that, in substance, 
expand and clarify the requirements applicable to schools, places of w orship, cemeteries and 

public buildings), and (ii) to forward the proposal to the County and to the Township Board fo r  
their review and consideration for approval, with the correction so that Section 3.15 (J)(13)(g) 

would read as follows: 
 

“Accessory structures shall not exceed eighty percent (80%) of the height of the principal 
structure on the same site.  Accessory structures in cemeteries shall no t exceed e ighty 

percent (80%) of the maximum allowed for principal structures in the district.”   
 
The motion was approved by Messrs. Houston, Baczewski, Case, and Comaianni.  Brett Kie lman 

voted against the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

Next, Brett Kielman moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the Proposed Ordinance to  
Amend the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance as submitted to the Commiss ion regarding 

Section 5.11 (there are nine Articles that, in substance, expand and clarify the requirements 
applicable to signs) and to forward the proposal to the County and to  the Township Board fo r 
their review and consideration for approval.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Approval of Minutes  

 
Joseph Comaianni moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the June 2, 2015 minutes.  

The motion was unanimously approved.    
 
Township Planner’s Report 

 
Mr. Tangari noted that the Zoning Ordinance could benefit from some clarifications in the 

concepts of “floor area” and “square footage” and passed out a sheet demonstra ting how they 
were typically understood.  He noted that this was informational only and that his  intent would 

be to provide a more definitive proposal to clarify the matter at the next Commission meeting.   
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Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 
approximately 8:35 p.m. after motion made by Joseph Comaianni and seconded by Tony 

Baczewski that was unanimously approved. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


