
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

June 2, 2015 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015.  The meeting started at approximately 7:37 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Joseph Comaianni  

Sue Diener  

 
 

 

Andrew Flood and Brett Kielman were not present; it was noted that this was the third 
consecutive absence of Mr. Flood so that his position could be replaced.  Also present were Karen 
Zarowny and David Birchler, Township Planners, Eric Boucher, Township Zoning Adminis trator, 

Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife , and members o f 
the public.  

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 

Tony Baczewski moved, seconded by Matthew Case, to approve the April 7, 2015 minutes .  The  
motion was unanimously approved.    

 
Comments from the Public 
 

Mr. Houston asked if there were any comments from the public.  A couple of gentlemen who 
wanted to build structures on their land – one wanted a variance for a s tick barn and anothe r 

wanted to erect a storage structure for cars – raised their questions/concerns.  As to the former, 
Mr. Houston explained that he need to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance, and the  

other needed to follow the normal process for seeking a permit.  
 
Old Business 

 
The Commission considered again the special land use application of W alter W inkle to  have a  

private family burial site at his farm property at 2434 Ellsworth Road.  His legal counsel, James  
Cambridge of Kerr Russell & Weber, PLC, and a contractor for Mr. Winkle were present.  Mr. 

Cambridge had circulated a letter dated May 27, 2015 setting forth reasons to approve the 
request. 
 

At the request of Mr. Houston, Mr. Birchler reported on what had been done on the matter s ince  
the April 7, 2015 Commission meeting.  Cooperating with Mr. Cambridge, Mr. Birchler had 

examined the Township’s current ordinance and special land use ordinances from other 
communities and prepared a draft of a revision to the Zoning Ordinance to permit private buria l 

grounds as a special land use.  A copy had been circulated to the Planning Commiss ion, and it 
provided for family cemeteries or private burial grounds in the agricultural (AG) and open space 

(OS) districts.  It also added limitations on where burial plots could be located, e.g., not less 
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than 50 feet from the 100-year flood plain boundary, required an application for approval to 

include a survey illustrating the layout of burial plots, drives, parking areas, etc., and the 
recordation of burials with the Township Clerk. 
 

Mr. Cambridge then requested that a special land use be granted to Mr. Winkle without w ait ing 
for a new ordinance to be passed after a public hearing or withdraw Mr. Winkle’s application and 

obtain a statement of no objection from the Commission to the establishment of a private buria l 
ground.  The Commission as not willing to accommodate Mr. Cambridge’s request for a 

statement of no objection or to avoid the hearing process. 
 
After discussion, Sue Diener moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the draft revisions  

that Mr. Birchler had proposed but as a permitted use in the AG and OS districts, subject to  s ite 
plan approval, rather than as a special land use, with a public hearing to be set for the next 

Planning Commission meeting.  This would permit those desiring to establish a private burial 
ground to do so without approval from the Commission as long as the requirements of the 

Zoning Ordinance were met.   
 
New Business 

 
Next, Mr. Birchler introduced an associate, Karen Zarowny, who would be assuming Mr. Tangari’s 

responsibilities because of the demand s on Mr. Tangari’s time from other clients.  Ms. Zarow ny 
explained proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
First, she described the problem with the current language in the Zoning Ordinance regarding lot 
lines, including inconsistencies and language that was not easy to understand or that made litt le  

sense.  Upon conclusion of her presentation, Tony Baczewski, seconded by Sue Diener, moved to 
adopt the new lot line definitions as proposed, with the amendment to go through the normal 

approval process required by law. 
 

Next, Ms. Zarowny went through the proposed revisions to the sign ordinance (copies of the 
proposal had been circulated to the Commission).  Matthew Case, seconded by Sue Diener, 

moved to adopt the new sign ordinance with some minor revisions such as sign size and 
requirements on real estate signs, with the amendment to go through the normal approval 
process required by law. 

 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 

approximately 8:35 p.m. after motion made by Sue Diener and seconded by Tony Baczewski. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  

___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


