
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

June 3, 2014 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, June 3, 2014.  The meeting started at approximately 7:36 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Andrew Flood – Chairman 

Matthew Case 
Sue Diener 

Vern Houston 

Howard Sherman 

 
Also present were David Birchler, Township Planner, Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his 

wife.  Brett Kielman and Tony Baczewski, the newest Commission member, were not present.   
 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Flood called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                  

 
Comments from the Community  

 
Mr. Flood indicated that some items from the Agenda were missing and requested they be placed 
back on the Agenda including Comments from the Community.  Bruce Kaltz, a member of the 

community who had written a letter to the Commission regarding his concerns with adult fos ter 
care facilities/convalescent homes, was then invited to speak and express  those concerns .  A 

discussion ensued between Commission members and Mr. Kaltz, and Mr. Birchler tried to  show 
how some of Mr. Kaltz’s concerns were addressed in the proposed ordinance.  He also conveyed  

his personal experience with such facilities in his neighborhood.   
 
Approval of Minutes  

 
A motion was made by Vern Houston and seconded by Howard Sherman to approve the Minutes 

of the Commission of May 6, 2014, as presented.  The Minutes were unanimously approved.   
 

Old Business 
 
The Commission reviewed a revised report prepared by David Birchler, Township Planner, on 

certain provisions from The Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act and an Ordinance  to  Amend 
Article 2, Section 3.03 – 3.05 and 3.15 of the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance, dealing 

with adult foster care facilities.  A discussion ensued and certain changes were proposed to  the 
draft ordinance as follows: 

 
1. Delete at the bottom of page 1 under “PART 3” the words “17. Adult foster care large 

group home, refer to Section 3.15 J 23.” 

2. Delete under “PART 5” the words “11. Adult foster care large group home, refer to 
Section 3.15 J 23.” 

3. Revise under “General Standards” near the bottom of page 2, item 4) to read as follows : 
“All vehicular ingress and egress shall be directly onto a County Primary Road or a paved 

County Secondary Road, as designated by the ST. Clair County Road Commiss ion and 
designated as a Regional Highway or a Major Thoroughfare in Section 3.14 of this 

Ordinance.” 
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4. Correct item 15) on page 3 to insert the word “them” in place of the word “it.”  

 
Vern Houston then moved, seconded by Howard Sherman, that the Ordinance to Amend Article  
2, Section 3.03 – 3.05 and 3.15 of the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance , with the 

corrections noted above, be approved and a public hearing be scheduled for the next 
Commission meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.    

 
Township Planner’s Report  

 
Mr. Birchler then discussed the contents of the newsletter he had distributed from his  firm and 
his intent to provide a newsletter on a periodic basis to keep his customers informed as to events 

and developments that might impact them.  He also mentioned the accessory buildings 
ordinance and his desire to propose some revisions to the Ordinance to clean it up.   

 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned a fter 
motion made by Vern Houston and seconded by Howard Sherman at approximately 8:50 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  

Matthew Case, Secretary  


