
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

May 6, 2014 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014.  The meeting started at approximately 7:33 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Andrew Flood – Chairman 

Matthew Case 
Sue Diener 

Vern Houston 

Brett Kielman  
Howard Sherman 

 
Also present were Patricia Iseler, Township Clerk, David Birchler, Township Planner, Bruce 

Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife.  In addition, John Schneider w as present and w as 
seeking approval of a special land use to sell fireworks.   
 

Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 
 

Mr. Flood called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present.                  
 

Approval of Minutes  
 
A motion was made by Vern Houston and seconded by Howard Sherman to approve the Minutes 

of the Commission of March 4, 2014, as presented.  The Minutes were unanimously approved.   
 

New Business 
 

The Commission considered the request by John Schneider for a special land use pe rmit to  se ll 
fireworks.  After considering his responses to a number of questions from Commission members, 
Howard Sherman made a motion, as revised by Vern Houston and supported by Sue Diener, that 

the Commission approve the request to allow the use of the land at 7700 Fred Moore Highway to  
sell fireworks from 10:00 a.m. to dusk as a use that may be permitted under Section 3.08B o f 

the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance as an open air business use.  The applicant w ould be  
permitted on May 22-25, June 20-22, June 27 – July 6, and August 28 – September 2 to place  a  

tent on the parking lot on the premises apart from the normal business operations there, 
provided that the tent was removed the day after each sales period, i.e., on May 26th, June 23 rd,  
July 7th, and September 3rd.   The motion was approved unanimously.   

 
Next, the Commission considered a report prepared by David Birchler, Township Planner, on 

certain provisions from The Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act and an Ordinance  to  Amend 
Article 2, Section 3.03 – 3.05 and 3.15 of the Columbus Township Zoning Ordinance, to deal with 

adult foster care facilities.  Mr. Birchler noted that a number of communities were addressing the 
increasing need for adult foster care and that Columbus Township should consider on a proactive 
basis The Township’s zoning ordinance since it likely would also see increased requests for places 

for such care.  He also explained terms commonly found in such ordinances and provided an 
example of the ordinance from White Lake Township.  Comments were provided on the dra ft by 

Commission members.  No official action was taken; Mr. Birchler indicated he would w ork on a  
revision including comments from Commission members so that the amendment to the 

ordinance could be considered further in the future.    
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Other Business  
 
In response to Mr. Flood’s request for any items of other business, Howard Sherman expressed 

his concern with a number of dead trees along roadways – mostly ash trees and the hazard they 
presented as they decayed further.  Andrew Flood suggested that he  ra ise the is sue  with the 

Township Board the following week since the Commission does not have the power to have any 
trees removed. 

 
Adjournment  
 

There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned a fter 
motion made by Vern Houston and seconded by Howard Sherman at approximately 8:39 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  
Matthew Case, Secretary  


