
 
 

 

Township of Columbus Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

 

January 5, 2016 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Columbus Township Planning Commission was held at the Township o ffices on 

Tuesday, January 5, 2016.  The meeting started at approximately 7:33 p.m.  
 

Participating in the meeting were the following members of the Commission:  
 

Vern Houston – Chairman 

Tony Baczewski  
Matthew Case 

Joseph Comaianni  
Sue Diener  

James Josef 

Brett Kielman  
 

 
 

 
Also present were David Birchler and Joe Tangari, Township Planners, Pat Iseler, Township Clerk, 
Bruce Christy, Township Supervisor, and his wife, and other members of the public.    

 
Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome 

 
Mr. Houston called the meeting to order after determining that a quorum was present and noted 

that he, Tony, and Jim had been appointed to three year terms on the Commission by Bruce 
Christy beginning January 1, 2016.   
 

Election of Officers 
 

Mr. Houston asked for nominations for the position of Chairman.  Matthew Case nominated Mr. 
Houston.  No other nominations were made for the position.  Upon motion made by Matthew 

Case and seconded by Joseph Comaianni, Mr. Houston was voted to serve as Chairman.   
 
Mr. Houston then asked for nominations for Vice Chair.  Matthew Case nominated Sue  Diener.  

No other nominations were made for the position.  Upon motion made by Matthew Case and 
seconded by Joseph Comaianni, Ms. Diener was voted to serve as Vice Chairman. 

 
Mr. Houston then asked for nominations for Secretary.  Brett Kielman nomina ted James Josef.  

No other nominations were made for the position.  Upon motion made by Brett Kielman and 
seconded by Tony Baczewski, Mr. Josef was voted to serve as Secretary. 
 

Last, Mr. Houston indicated that a member of the Commission was always appointed to serve as 
a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  Tony Baczewski indicated he would be  w illing 

to serve, so upon motion made by Brett Kielman and seconded by Sue Diener, the Commiss ion 
unanimously agreed (with Mr. Baczewski abstaining) to appoint Mr. Baczewski to  se rve on the 

ZBA.      
                 
2016 Commission Meetings 

 
Mr. Houston indicated that Commission meetings would continue to be held on the first Tuesday 

of each month, except August because of the election, at 7:30 p.m. at the Township offices.  Sue 
Diener moved, seconded by James Josef, to approve the scheduled meeting dates with one 

correction for December to reflect the proper year.  The motion was unanimously approved.    
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Approval of Minutes  

 
Sue Diener moved, seconded by Tony Baczewski, to approve the December 1, 2015 minutes.  
The motion was unanimously approved.    

 
Old Business 

 
Mr. Houston commented that there was no Old Business or New Business for the meeting. 

 
Township Planner’s Report 
 

Following up on the prior month’s meeting, Dave Birchler distributed language dealing with the 
issue of the grade of a building site as a possible replacement for Section 5.02 of the  Zoning 

Ordinance, the language of which is more typical for an urban setting.  Rather than specify tha t 
the grade of a building site cannot be less than 18 inches or greater than 24 inches above the 

crown of the road, the draft, which was based on the requirements of another community, 
focused on appropriate drainage without damaging neighboring parcels and provided fo r some  
discretion and flexibility for the Building Inspector.   

 
A number of alternatives and possible revisions were discussed.  One suggestion was to  expand 

how drainage could be allowed beyond natural drainageways or County drains.  Another w as to 
continue with a limit on the height of a basement above the center of the roadway but a llow fo r 

more than what the current ordinance does and, perhaps, give the Building Inspector some 
discretion on exceptions.  It was also suggested that a distinction could be made between 
commercial and residential property.  Mr. Birchler indicated that he and Joe would consider the  

suggestions and report back at the next meeting. 
 

Next, the Township Planners presented a video of the Casco Township website, which 
Clearzoning had designed and built, so that that Commission members would have a better idea  

of the additional capabilities of Clearzoning and to show how such a website could make  access 
to the zoning ordinance and other information about the Township much easier to access as w ell 

as free up some resources of the Township.  The presentation was a “dry run” before the 
presentation the next week before the Township Board.   
 

The Commission members appreciated the benefits of a website like Casco Township’s could 
provide and thanked Messrs. Birchler and Tangari for the presentation. 

 
Adjournment  

 
There being no other matters to come before the Commission, the mee ting w as adjourned a t 
approximately 8:45 p.m. after motion made by Brett Kielman and seconded by Matthew Case 

that was unanimously approved. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
___________________________  
Matthew Case, Acting Secretary  


